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Sketch of ‘The lulian New Medical Doctrine || Temoval; the use, for example, of wine, ether, 

By J. Gueccy Stevenson, M. D. The great extent that was thus ascribed to the as- | 

The theory of the essence of diseases which at] thenic diathesis, reduced toa very small number 

present prevails in northern and central Italy, and|j the diseases which depend upon increased action, 
which is supported by learned and imstruc-|| and which are curable by the an 

tors in the schools of Padua, Pavia, and|iment. But Rasori, of Milan, taught that indi-' 

Pisa, and which, under the name of the Italian N ew |j rect debility was not adiufiissble to this creat extent; 

Medical Doctrine, is f 

triotic feelings of the Italian students and ti- || diminished action, and to call for the use of stimu- 

tioners of medicine, is deserving of notice from its || lant remedies, are curable by bloodletting, purging, 

ingeniousness, and the high character of its promul- || and the class of counterstimulants; and thus, that the. 

diseases of excessive stimulus, were much more bu- 

that was urged upon the || merous than those arising from its diminution. 

, it} This theory required a different classification of 

; but it || remedies; and it that many of the remedies 

by the Brunonians, must be class- 


gators. 
Founded the system 

Medical public by Join Brown and his 

has been called the Brunonianism of Italy 

of the Scotch reformer, which are important in them- || ed with bloodletting, cold, &c.; -wch are mercury 

selves and in their ical results. Two of the fa-|| and antimony. And further, that the morbid affec- 


vourite theorems of Brown’s doctrines were, 1. That |! tions which are cured by these means are sthenic, 


opium, &c. | 


ing itself to the pa-|| that many diseases which were thought to consist in | 





acute and chronic, nervous and 
founded upon the philogistic diathesis; such are 

of the diseases that afflict humanity, and the cata- 
_ log ue of severe diseases and of deaths, is almost en- 
tirely marked with the seal of inflammation. 


istic treat- The Brunonian maxim, which derives the nature 


ofthe diathesis from the nature ofthe morbific causes 
that have preceded it; is also rejected; and the eti- 
_ ology of diseases is studied more in tne remedies tha: 
cure them, than in the symptoms whici: they exhibit. 
Thus, a vast number of inflammations succeeds tu 
the action of debilitating powers to which men are 
principally exposed, such as cold, moisture, priva- 


| tions, grief, &c.; and violent phiogutic fevers are de- 


veloped, which are not to be attributed to the exer- 


| tions of a ‘vis medicatrix natur=,’ but to the imme- 


diate creation of a morbid state, of a nature direct- 


ily * to that of the preceding causes. 
view 


ev that is taken of the nature and action 
<P> Spats to the Italian Medical Doctrine, 
is made to harmonize with the more general 





all the powers applied to the living fibre are identi- || consisting in the diathesis of stimulus, or in the in- 
cal in their action, being all more or less stimulant. || creased action of the vital powers. 
Il. That the greatest number of diseases arises from These fundamental maxims of the New Medical | 
indirect debility, or a diminution of excitement suc- || doctrine were already for a long time applied to the | 
ceeding to excess of stimulus. Now the Italian pbi- || patients in many of the itals of Italy, while yet | 

rs admit three classes of agents; stimulant, || the distinction between sthenic inflammation was | 


considerations of morbid conditions and processes. 
‘Pain,’ says Prof. Tomassini, ‘which presents an in- 
finity of gradations and modifications, from the slight- 
est uneasiness and most trival sufferings, to atro- 
cious spasms and the most threatning feelings of 





counterstimulant, and irritative, which give rise to | retained, and the employment of stimulants was ge- | prostration, is a more or less strong expression of 
three morbid diatheses, viz. of stimulus, of coun- neral in the phlogotic affections of the eyes, lungs, | Counterstimulus, or of that depression which coun- 
ter-stimulus, and of irritation. They also teach || liver, and alimentary canal, which were deemed as- terstimulants produce in the living fibre.” The ef- 
that inflammation is always sthenic, that it consists | thenic because they were of lorg duration, and not | fects which it is capable of producing upon the ex- 

1 excess of stimulus, and tends to propagate or || Very active in their processes. But Tommassini, of citement are peculiar to it, and may often be at va- 
create excessive stimulus; and that the greatest | Bologna, teaches that every inflammation is of a riance with the effects produced by the very disease 


number of general diseases proceed from some in-||sthenic nature, or that it is always intrinsically a which is the cause of the pain itself. Thus in fevers, 


flammation which is always identical in its uwature, | 
though not always so in its character and appear- 
ances. 

Much importance, too, is attached to the distine-| 
tion made between diseases of excess or want of sti-, 
— they term diathesic diseases) and dis- 
eases of irritation, which are always owing to sim- 
ple disorder of parts, and therefore always in their 
essence, local. 








The doctrine of couwnterstimulus, according to 
Professor Tommassini, teaches, 1. That many sub- 
stances exert an action diametrically ite to 
stimulation, and these effects upon the ex- 
citement, i y and positively, which were 
once ascribed tu the action of negative powers and | 
the diminution of stinulbes. 

ll. That these substances destroy the effects of 





excessive stimulus, even without producing evacua- | 


process of excessive stimulus; that it ie not con- 
sidered to be asthenic, because existing in a fee- 


ible subject, nor to be confounded with those pro- 


cesses which are its consequences. 

In all phlegmasia the fever is thought to be the 
effect, and not the cause o/ the inflammatory process 
with which it is united. Thus the greatest number 
of diseases are of phiogistic or inflammatory crigin, 
whether they are acute, as typhus, bilious fever, or 
yellow fever, &c.; or whether chronic, as slow ner- 
vous fevers, the physconia or parabysmata, vene- 


real affections, those of the glands and skin, and many 


other diseases which were cencrally considered to 
be simple convulsive etlections. Bolognese 
professor insists very largely upon this point, that all 
febrile affections are of inflammatary origin, even 
where there exists great depression of the muscular 
forces and of the pulse, where the patient is (to us« 


tions; and if they are applied to the living fibre in | his words) physiologically fee! le: for this state, whic! 
undue quantity. they produce diseases which are consists in the imperfect or weak performance of the 


only to be cured by an increase of stimulants. 
Ill. That these coun‘erstimulant substances af- 


| 


ferd the remedies of al] morbid phenomena which | the vital power. 


functions, is not to be confounded with pathologic 
debility, which has its essence in the diminution of 


arise from the diathesis of stimulus; as, on the other | lourenx, sciatica, and other forms of neuralgia, are 


hand, stimulants are the appropriate remedies of the 
state of counterstimulus, or debility. 
{V. That the living fibre can bear a quantity of) 
stimulant, or of counterstimalant substances, in ex- 
ion to the strength of the diathesis, | 

of stimulus or of counter stimulus, or, in| 


act 
w 
other words, whether sthenic or asthenic. And 


dependent upon inflammation of the peurnlemma en- 
veloping the nerves which are directly distributed 
to the affected part. or which are important from 
their sympathetic relations. Typhus. nervous fever, 

techial fevers, yellow fever (at least us it appears 
in Europe, for Prof. Tommassini made bis observa- 
tions particularly upon the yellow fever of Genes 
and Leghorn) all develupe the diathesis of stimulus. 





that this ability in the system of supporting reme- 
dies, presents to our view the just measure of the 
morbid diathesis more truly than the symptoms 
diseases exhibit it. 

While these maxis are suficiently at variance 
with the doctrine of the Scotch reformer, a still 
<reater deviation from his system is made by the 
italian school, in rejecting the doctrine of indirect 
debility; which teaches that, in a great number o 
cases, the excessive application stimulants may 
indree in the living solid a certain morbid state, 
evhich requires the further use of stimulants for its 





an inflammatory process curable by the counter- 
stimulant or depressing treatment. Of the same 
character, are diseases whieh arise from contagion. 


small-pox 
eases may be irritation. 
ritatine matter is immediately applied, or upon 


which it particularly acts. It would be tedious to 
enumerate al! the morbid afertions and conditions. 





Thus bysterical diseases, tic dou- 


. measles, scariatima, &c.. for though the; J 
i principles. or the miaemate of these dis-) the living solid. These suthoers conclude that die- 
et when irritative actions. 
have a certain degre’ «! force, they are followed by! 


inflammatory process«s in the parts to which the ire) 


and more remarkab'~ in the intermittents. the oc- 

_ currence of severe paia, accompanied by cold sweats 
and faintness, forces us to suspend the administration 
of those remedies which are adapted to the principal 
disease; and it now becomes dangerous to employ 
the bloodletting. the emetics and the purgatives, 
‘which will be victorious when the fever shall be re- 
kindled. 

The chief writers on the Italian New Medicai 
doctrine are not acreed in their views of the action 
of irritating substances, and of the irritative pro- 
cesses; those processes which characterise colic, gas- 
tric fevers, tetanus, and hydro’ bia, &c. Dr. Gua- 

ni, of Genoa, explains them 5 the hete i 
and want of affinity that exist between these sub- 
stances and the taste (the *gusto’) of the living anima! 
fibre: so tuat (heir application produces in the fibre 
a movement of renucnance or disorder, which is al- 
together different from excitation. For this phiio- 
sopher asserts, that there are certain unassimilable 
and beterogeneous suvstances, which hedenom inaies 
irrito-stimulants, that are incapable of producing an 
action analogous to the animal excitement; and that 
man, as well as other bodies. is endowed with a pro- 
perty inherent in his organization. which admits or 
rejects all that comes in contact with him, whether 
mediately oy immediately; he aames this property, 
Auimal Affinity. 

Professor Rubint. of Bologna. alew teaches that 
the action of irritating powers ts confined to disor. 
dering aad disarreucing the animal machine; and 
that the morbid state thus induced im the fibre, coa- 
stitutes a third diathesis, the diathesis of irritation, 
which does not cause cither ap cxcess or a defi- 
ciency of vital action, but preduces a change in its 
mode,and a want of harmony om the movements of 


eases of irritation are only te be cured by the removal 
of their cause, viz. the !ocol disorder by counter-irri- 
tation, and by a stinmiont t"ealment adapted to the 


exigencies of tl « cast. 
Giannini, of Mian. and Bendivli. of Padua, de- 


clare thai the phenoemens : f orretation are leea! :: 













r ceunter-stimulant treatment.— 
‘Tommassini that the of irritation 
the effects of are laceration distention of the liv- 
im, bres. 


“his imperfect analysis of the Italian pathology 
may be concluded by some account of 
ponding ion of remedies. The number 
stimulants is very small; alcoho!, ether, ammonia, 
opium, musk, the aromatics, &c. Most of the pow- 
erful agents are included in the class of counter- 
stimulants, and are those which are demanded in the 
greater number of diseases, viz. bloodletting and 
cold-bathing; purgatives and emetics; mercury, an- 
timony, zinc, lead, arsenic, and iron, in their various 
combinations; the mineral and vegetable acids; 
many vegetable bitters; digitalis, aconite, coniuin ma- 
culatum, hydrocyanic acid, &c. 

All the remedies used by the Humoralists for the 

rpose of expelling, or correcting, or enveloping, 
be blanting the offensive — the deobstru- 
ents, the emme , the anthelmintics, the diu- 
retics, the anti-syphilitics, &c.; all these are sup- 
posed to have a greater or less counter-stimulant, or 
anti istic action. Connected with this general 
influence, they have an elective property which de- 
termines their actions more especially upon certain 







that 


the point that is n 
stitution by —— ft, wad by senteritg tis 
nervous § very irritable. 

There is sometimes a greater fulness, and greater 
sense of resistance, over the whole region of the 
liver than natural, with more or less of tenderness 
upon re. This arises from some chronic in- 
flammation of the substance of the — In = 
a case, the repeated application of leeches to 
seat of the liver, and the occasional application 
a blister, are often of the greatest use. A mild 
course of mercury should be recommended, so as 
in some measure to effect the constitution; and this 
should be administered both externally and inter- 
nally. It should not however be carried beyond the 
necessity. Long and repeated salivations will 
seldom be required, and often have done much and 
permanent injury to the constitution. When the 
liver has become soft, has lost its tenderness, and 





organs or systems; as tartar emetic and digitalis on 
ineous system, and so of others. 

Although the preceding observations may not lead 
to any valuable practical results, it is hoped that it 
will mot be deemed amiss to have offered a short 
sketch of the doctrines which are maintained by 

rofessors eminent among all others for their learn- 
, eloquence, faithfulness, and urbanity; and in 
which t to the student of medicine, 
advantages equal to thuse offered in any of the insti- 
tutions that are better known and more highly cele- 
brated, and which alone are frequented by those 
who seek in foreign countries the extended oppor- | 


i) up. 


resumed its natural size, the mercury may be given 
If the liver shall not have returned altogether 
to its natural state, and the constitution appears to 
be suffering from the course of mercury, a seaton 
may be inserted under the skin in the region of the 
liver, and the mercury may be given up or 
ded. In some cases | have found a fullness of the 
liver, which had eluded the effect of mercury, to 
be removed by a seaton. ‘The administration of 
purgatives is of great advantage in all ewch cases, 
— the Cheltenham waters are often highly bene- 

rial. 

Of Abcess in the Liver.—-Infammation of the 





tunities of study and observation, which are denied 


liver will occasionally terminate by forming an 


to them here by the superior condition and honest || abcess. The abcess will in time break externally, 
pride of the American people.—N?rw-Eng. Journal) or it will communicate with the lungs, with the 


of Med. & Sur. 


— 


stomach, or with both of these viscera. When the 
abcess breaks externally, the part cradually heals, 


EXTRACTS FROM DR. BAILLIE’s posTHU wos works. || uflless there be something very unfavourable in the 


some A 
and often is, a deficiency in the qiantity 


[ffections of the Liver —There may be,|| constitution; and the 


patient recovers entirely. 


bile] When the abcess communicates with the lungs, the | 


mixed, with the alvine evacuations, without any|| matter is brought up by coughing, and the patient, | 


disease in the structure of the liver. The feces are’ 
more or less pale; but there is no hardness or full-| 
ness in the rezion of the liver. Every thing there, 
wpon the most attentive examination, is discovered | 
to be soft and perfectly natural to the feeling. Mild! 
purgative medicines, with «mall doses of the pilula 
> sgt are conimonty very useful in such cases. 

our or five grains of the pilula hydrargyri should 
be given every night for some time, and the purga- 
tive every morning. or every other morning. The 
mercurial medicine s.ould not be carried so far as 
to make any impression upon the constitution, i 
this can be avoided: it is only iatended to stimulate 
the ducts of the liver. The best purgative medi- 
cine, upon the whole, is the sulphate of magnesia 
in moderate doses, so as to preduce two or three 
evaruations daily. When the alvine discharres 
have for some little time resumed their natural 


if prudent in the management of himself, and pos- 
sessed of a tolerably good constitution, will some- 
times at last entirely recover. When the alscess 
communicates with tue stomaci, the inatter is some- 











| ner. 


Tubercies in the Liver —Tubercles of different 
are formed not tly in the liver, at a 
more obtusa one. They are often 
with an intemperate mode of living, but 
will sometimes occur in persons who have past 
uniformly } life. They are frequently 
cause of ascites, but sometimes do not pro- 
this effect. No medicines, as as I have 
are attended with any permanent benefit in 
state of disease. By temperate living, by 
gentle exercise, and the bowels being kept 
open, i live for 
some years with such complaints; but I do no‘ 
recollect any instance of a patient actually recover - 
ing from them. * Oi ae 
Hrydatids in Liver.— ve win oly 
————— of this disease in the living body. The 
one was in an old lady, who had been subject from 
time to time, for many years, to symptoms, very 
much resembling those of gallstones. At length. 
after a more severe attack than usual, the constitu - 


‘tien gradually sunk, and she died. Cysts containing 


hydatids were discovered upon examination of th: 
body after death. 
other case was that of a young lady, who hac 
suffered occasionally a good deal of pain in the re- 
gion of the liver, and at length sume ids 
by stool. She for the time recovered, but what be- 
came of her afterwards I have never learned. It is 
obvious that the formation of bydatids in the liver, 
even when the existence of this disease can be per- 
fectly ascertained in the living body, can receive no 
essential benefit from medicine. If inflammation 
should take place in the progress of this disease, it 
may be removed or lessened by taking away blood 
from the arm, or topically: if at any time vio- 
lent pain should occur, it may be mitigated by 
opium and the warm bath. The bowels should be 
kept rather open; and -there will always be some 
advantage, in patients affected with this disease, 
living temperately. Patients may live many years 
with this complaint; but if it be gradually making 
progress, even though slowly, it must, in almost 
every instance, have ultimately a fatal termination. 
Of Gallstones —The formation of gallstones in 
the ducts of the liver, or in the gall-bladder, is not 
a rare disease, and I have known many instances of 
it. The paroxysms of this complaint are generally 
attended with — pain; but I have known a 
few cases where pain has been moderate; Some 
cases I have likewise known where patients have 
been subject to symptoms of indi for many 
months, without paleness of the stools, yellowness 
of the skin, or any other symptoms which denote 
the existence of gallstones; yet this condition of 
the stomach has ultimately led on to the oms 
of gallstone: being formed in the most distinct man- 
It is vuvious that no solvent can be success- 





| fully applied to a gallstone within the living body. 
| While the symptoms of calistones exist, it must 
‘either be in some duct of the liver or in the cystic 





times di by vomiting, and sometimes by | duct, or in the ductus communis choledochus. But 
the bowels. this case, too, the patient will net a solvent introduced into the stomach cannot come 
unfrequently recover; and the same observation | in contact with a gallstone in any of these situations. 
may be extended to an abscess of the liver which | As soon as a ‘gallstone drops into the duodenum, 
communicates both with the stomac!; and the longs, where a solvent might reach it, all symptoms be- 
although the circumstances are more vofayoura ile | longing to gallstones immediately cease ; and for the 
in this than in the other two cases. In these wa- time the patient hecomes quite well. In the treat- 
rious cases little benefit is procured by medicine but | ment of gallstones, therefore, the s ean 
great injury may be done by imprudent or unskiiful | only be mitigated by medicine. If any inflamma. 
management. The bowels should be kept always | tory symptoms have been , which ts some- 
free from costiveness; if there be any considerable |‘ es the case, can be removed or lessened by 
feverishness, it may be lessened by saline draughts; general and i bleeding. The exquisite pain 
or, if the constitution he weak, it may be strength- | which is commonly felt during a paroxysm of gall. 
ened by the prudent use of tonic medicines. The | stones, can be generally mitigated by lange dose« 








colour, the ; ‘ula hydrargyri should be civen up. 

Sometimes ine bile discharged ‘rom the liver is 
adark colour, and the motions become darker than 
usual. The intensity of the colour differs very 
much ‘nu diferent individuals, and occasionally it is 
nearly as black asink. The liver at the same time 
may be, and commonly is, quite sound in its struc- 
ture. The treatment should, in this case he, in a 





diet should be tight and nourishing, and in gene-|| of opium, by fomentations, and by the warm bath. 
ral wine should be avoided. The exercise, if the | Purgative medicines should he given, of sufficient 
weather be favourable, should be gentle; but it | power to counteract the effects of the opium. Mer. 
should not ‘« talen at all if the weather be unge-|| cary appears to me to have. no power over a pure 
nial, or if it be attended with pain or mach fatique. || case — — uomixed with any fullness or 
A stimulating diet, too much or too violent exercise, hardness of the liver; and the Cheltenham or 
and exposure to a cold atmosphere, may do much | Leamincton waters are of much less advantage 
mischief, or even lead on to a fatal even'. jj tham in the more ordinary cases, where the func- 
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tions of the liver are merely deranged. oj} The hooping cough has prevailed our 
particular mode of \ife will protect a patient against|| children, with more fatality than any fawn, fos 
the recurrence of gallstones; but there is always) it is still prevalent. A few cases of chicken-pox 
some advantage in such persons living temperately,|| made their appearance, the latter part of she month; 
and keeping their bowels free from costiveness. it was very mild, and required little attention—ait is 
still Fevers, bilious remitting and in- 


2+ t us. 
INFLUENZA. termitting, have in many iestances, though 
The Epidemic Catarrh or Influenza, has just heen} in general ty wild coldom proving fatal. 
felt, and is spreading with ity. Ithas|| Deaths by consumptions, aroused in pre-disposed 


cunsumptive cuustitutigns, by our last winter's epi- 
demic, influenza, were fewer in this, than in any 
former month, since June; still there were, within 
our knowledge, many Cases, progressing regulariy 


it appears to have been more severe there than it 
will be here, without it be among children, with se- 
veral of whom well marked symptoms of the grippe 


have appeared. It is the most remarkable epidemic on to ap apparent fatal i 
we have observed at Quebec, for it may be said that — 
one half of the population is affected; and as it ap- [COMMUNICATED.]} 


Da. Wace, 
Sin — You might interest some of your readers, by 
publishing, in your Medical r, the subjoined 


pears to have its seurre in the particular condition 
of the atmosphere, since the commencement 
March, it is probable it will continue its ravages for 
some time. The practitioner therefore cannot too 
much caution persons against the predisposing causes; 
they are violent exercises, particularly of the 
lungs, as singing, running, &c. exposure to a cold 
and damp atmosphere, excess in st liquors or 
i food, and other causes which will rea- 


mine, during his visit at the island of Jamaica. 
When contrasted with our cha bere in Cincio- 
nati, but more icularly with those in Sag Har- 
bour, New York, where the regular price is a shil- 
ling a visit, or three visits per day for twenty-five 
cente—this bill of the Jamaica doctor’s must be 

















dily suggest themselves. The ral treatment has ce f ami : 
been bathing of the feet, inhaling the steam of wa-|| viewed as a medical curiosity worth preserving. 
ter, perspiration, and wari confinement in bed.—|| The gentleman had a sligit indisposition of four | 
But what has best succeeded, is turpentine taken 
internally; half an ounce, with an ounce of castor || fatigue of his journey. 
oil, has dispelled the influenza in less than forty- 
eight hours; turpentine has also been much and ef- Mr. - Dr. 
fectually administered in the States; owing to its 1826. To— £2 & 
powerful agency, it is not always prudent to repeat|| July 17 To cathartic pills, _ 010 0 
the dose more than twice, taking care, in case of in- 18 bitter cathartic mixture, 150 
flammation, to administer it after copious bleeding, | — alterative pills, — ; 010 0 
Kke.— Quebec Med. Jour. | 19 tonic aperient mixture, 15 0 
— cathartic pills, repeated, 010 0 
~ — visits during the day, 112 6) 
CINCINN ATT; > tellvugedbarudet. ceperted, 3 5 © 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1826. — visits during the day, 112 6 
— — — St = tente aporiont mint. repented, 1 5 © 
22 the mixture twice repeated, 210 0 
THERMOMETRICAL. 
THE maximum of heat, during the month of Oc- Received payment. 25 0 





tober, was on the first, at 1, P. M. when the mer- 


cury rose to 80. The minimum was on the 23rd, af B weve reve — re 
at 7, A. M. when it fell to 33. Range for the month, | ngefu ne ae se 


| Patient who should grumble at my charges, 
47; mean temperature, 59. ' would gratify me more, than to have him sick, for 
— | one month, in the island of Jamaica. 


MORTALITY OF CINCINNATI, FOR OCTOBER. ij Yours, &c. 
Dropsy. 1; Jaundice, 1; Hooping cough, 9; In-| — 
termitting fever, 2; Inflammation of the brain, ad’ COMMUNICATED.} 
Consumption, 2; Bilious fever, 2; Croup, 2; Un-" MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO. 
known, 9; Typhus Fever, 2; Still-born, 1; Impro-, The Introd Lectures of the four 


per use ofan emetic, 1; Debility, 1; Dysentery, 1; | in the Medical College of Ohio, were delivered last 
Convulsions, 1; Teething, 1. Adults, 12; children, week, in the chapel of the former Literary College, 
25. Total, 37. |, Commencing with Dr. Cobb on Wednesday. Owing 

N. B. It will be remembered, that in our report, to a mistake in some of the newspapers, 2s to the 
of deaths in Cincinnati, all are chnsidered as chil-. day and hour, this first lecture was not so fully at- 
dren, under ten years; and above that age, as a- tended as it would otherwise have been—a circum- 


dults. [Ep. stance which we much regret, as the production 
oo , was one of a neat, chaste, and spirited character. 
HEALTH OF CINCINNATI, FOR OCTORER. || The orator, however, too fast. More delibe- 


Fewer deaths occurred in the month of October, | ration would have rendered his address, we think. 
than in any preceding month, since June. No par-| more intelligent and interesting to many of his 
ticula. epidemic prevailed. The character and hearers. A blunder similar to that above men- 
type of any and every disease, were similar to those | tioned, which, we are confident, prevented the at- 
that occurred in the months of A t and Septem- | tendance of not a few at this lecture, we sincerely 
ber. We discover a few cases of Typlus Fever re · 8 will never again be itted to occur. 
ported in the list of deaths for this month, but we! e were gratified to find that on each succeeding 


very much doubt their real appearance; though 

they might have exhibited some typhus a in | ical practitioners of ourcity were mostly present, as 

theur latter stages. We have heen familiar with the. well as several from the country, and man 
our most table, intelligent, and inf 


diseases of this country for the last eight years, and 
tial citizens. To account for the entire absence o 


can truly say, that we never discove but one 
case of idiopathic typhus fever, west of the Alle-| female hearers we are unabie, ualess we aserihe 
it to the want of gallantry on the part of our pro- 


ghany mountains. ‘This assertion we have often 
| corroborated by the testimony of many of our | fessors in not extending to them an invitation.— 
i In the Eastern Medical institutions, and in Transy! 


oldest and most distingushed physicians; and we 

very much doult whether ten cases have occurred, | vania, the ladies form a conspicuous part in the 
in this city, for the last ten years, unless they were | introductory lecture room. 

manufactured by mal-prartice. The prospects of our Medical College were never 








copy of a doctor's bill, lately paid by a friend of | 


\ 


—— 


day of lecturing the room was crowded. The me.- 


of) 
en-' 
t 


67 
so flattering as at the present time. believe we 
hazard nothing im the assertion that foundation 
of a permanent and flourishing medical school in 
Cincinnati is at secured. ‘This being the 
case, there will doub be, at every commence- 
ment, more or less of the class who will 
themselves for graduation—and we oo here 
express a hope, that our professors will be circum- 
—— careful in conferring the public honours of 

ir institution. The — expect it of them as 
well as the profession. e are honestly of opinion, 
and we have reason to believe that our professors 
oe. — a 
te to practice a unportant responsi- 
ble profession of the ealing Art, should not only 
| have common sense, but also a common English edu- 
cation at least. Now it is a serious fact, not to be 
concealed, that in many parts of our country men 
may be found, possessing, by some means, the dis- 
tinguishment of Doctor of Medicine, who are egre- 
giously and notoriously deficient in these essential 
qualifications. 

The new College Edifice wil! be so far finished, 
in a few weeks, we understand, as to admit of the 
lectures being delivered in that beautiful and con- 
venient building. The room now occupied for the 


We 
the 


f' 
: 
' 














| purpose will, of course, be then abandoned. 


The number of gentiemen who have already ar- 


days—a mere feverishness, supervening upon the | rived in town from different parts of our state, from 
He thought proper to have|) Kentucky, Indiana, &c. to avail themselves of the 
professional advice, & for which he paid as follows: |} advantages of public medical instruction, is about 


| 70, or perhaps more. 
| We say to our Medical School, in conclusion, 
“« God speed.” 


, and 
nomas 


— oS 
Remarks upon the Preparation of Biack 
the Acetic Tincture of Opium. By 

Evans. 

TLough somewhat lo 
of this interesting arti 

The Lancaster, or Foulke’s black drop, has 
been esteemed superior to other preparations of 
| opium, in consequence of its being less apt to pro- 
_duce constipation of the bowels, sickness of the 
| stomach, or those distressing nervous affections 
which sometimes supervene on the use of the gum 
itself, or the common tinctures of it. 

Acetic tions of opium have long been 
|| celebrated. As early as the time of Van Helmont, 
, directions were given for ing a tincture of 
| Opium with the juice of quinces; and the 
| specificum Paracelsi was compounded with the juice 
, of sour oranges and quinces; and as these prepara- 
tions were to be fermented, the product would be 
acetous acid. It is probable that the recipe for the 
modern black drop was taken from one of the above 
prescriptions. The preparation of this article was 
| kept secret for many years, but the recipe having 
,come into the possession of Dr. Armstrong, he 
very obligingly gave it publicity, and it is now 
copied into most of the pharmacopwias. Its active 
ingredients appear to be opium, acetate of mor- 
phium, and a small portion ot the oil of nutmeg. 

The directions given for te preparation of the 
black drop, in Paris’ Pharmac. locia, Coxe’s Amer- 
ican Dispeasatory, and the Pharmacopeia of the 
United States, are all su’stantially the same; and 
as we propose offering a few remarks upon the sub- 
ject, we shall copy from the letter work. It is as 
fuliows, viz. 


‘ Vinegar of Opuem, common!y catled Black Drop. 
Take of Opiam, half a pound, 
Vinegar, three pints, 
Nutmeg bruised, ove ounce and a halt, 
Saffron, half an ounce; 


ng, we shall quote the whole 
e 





‘ 





| 





Boil them to a proper consistence; then add, 
Sugar, fuur ounces, 
Yeast, one Muid ounce. 
Digest for seven weeks, then place in the 
air, until it becomes a syrup; lastly, decant, Aker, 
Nand bettle it up, adding a (die sugar to each bottle.’ 














in suspension. 
hecomes a syrup,’ 
boiling to a proper 
used to designate li 
of their flui 


may entertain of the proper consistence of a syrup. | 

y, we are directed to ‘decant, filter, and | 
bottle it up, adding a little sugar to each bottie., 
The same and uncertainty which mark 
the former part of the recipe are likewise evident | 


here: it is astonisiang that directions so indefinite 
and i r, for preparing aa article powerful and | 
even rous in its eflects, should have been 


transcribed into professional works, without the 











smailest animadversion upon their incorrectaess. | 
Wisat we are to understand by * a (little sugar,’ or of | 
capacity ‘the jottles’ must be to which thal idtie is to | 
be added, we are not informed, Loth of wiich cir- 
cumstances, it is event, will affect the strength of | 
the medicine. ‘The article already evaporated to | 
the consistence of a syrup, consequently, any | 
quantity of sugar, however ‘ iittle, which is added | 
will increase its bulk, and if the bottles in- which it 
«s contained be smali, and ‘a little sugar added to 
each one as is cirected, the relaiive quantity of | 
opium will be materially diminmshed. We cannot 
see the propriety of adding any suger, since the 
formula is already ‘a eyrup.” 

The introduction of yeast into the compound 
appears also very unnecessary. Its use can only be, 
we hend, wilh a view of producing fermenta- 
tion; but as the menstruum used is vinegar, the ne- 
cessity for fermentation is done away 

Paris’ Pharmacologia and tle American Dis- 
pensatory direct the acetic solution of opmm, to be 
‘boiled to a prot, thickness; and aller adding ‘a 

rtez of a pound of sugar and (wo spounsful of 
yeust, set the whole in a warm place near the fire 
for six or eight weeks, then place it in the open 
air wntit & becomes a syrup. These directions are 
equally indefinite and improper with the former; in 
ome respect they are more so, since they state the 
quantity of yeast at the upeertain measure of ‘tw 








; 


— under the action of mercury — 
l 60 pounds of urine, voided by syphili- 
patients who were employing mercurial frictions. 
It very speedily became alkaline, and deposited an | 
abundant sediment, which was collected on a filter. 
clear liquid was subjected to various trials, but 


? 
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presented no trace of mercury. The precipitate, 
i weight of carbonate of potash 
* » with See ae 
making it into a paste, was heated to red- 
ness in a retort, the beak of — a dipped 
into a recipient filled with water. At the close of 
the experiment, a pulverulent matter appeared at 
the bottom of the water, which, after being dried, 
— globules of mercury from mere préssure.— | 
neck of the retort contained also a number of | 
small globules.—An. de Chem. et Phys. vol. 27. 
— — 
Rupture of the spleen—Mr. Batrar has published 
in the Rerue Medicale, several cases of j marae of 
the spleen, which he asserts to be a verv common 


| occurrence in the intermittent and remittent fevers 


of the Campagna di Roma. He also found the liver 
very often with black blood, and its struc- 
ture broken down and reduced to a putrid jelly. — 
N.Am. Med. & Sur. Jour. Oct. 1826. 
— — 

Colombo Root.—M.Gutneurt gives some obser- 
vations on Colombo rvot. The true root, which is 
that of the cocculus paimatus, (Decandria) is 


| 


| scarcely seen any more in commeree: it has given 


place to a spurious sort which comes from the. Bar- 
bary States, and which looks like, but is not, Low- 
ever, the gentian. The true Colombo is of a 
greenish colour, of a very bitter taste; presents 
sometimes a radiated structure, and becomes black- 
ish with iodine, on account of the starch which it 
contains. False Colombo is of a yellow-brown 
colour, and a taste rather acrid than bitter, an odour 
like gentain. lodine discovers no starch: in it, and | 
does vot change its colour; it becomes blackish- 
green with sulphate of iron. Its aqueous infusion 


; 
’ 


teddens tournesol ; ammonia is disengaged from it 
| by caustic potassa—all, circumstances which do not 


obtaim with genuine Colombo.—4drch. Gen. deril. 


Medical College of OH 10. 


— — 


HE LECTURES in thus Institution, will com- 
mence on the First Monday of November next; 

and will continue until tive end of the ensuing Te- 
bruary, on the following subjects: viz. 

Anatomy, Physiology, and Surgery, by Jevenian 

Cons, M. D. 
Materia Medica and Obstetrics, by Josisan Wuir- 
man, M. D. 

Chem: and Pharmacy by the Rev. Exuissan 
Siac, A. M. 

Theory and Practic of Medicine, bs Jonx Moon- 
wean, M.D. i 

Provesson Corse will lecture daily;—price of his | 
tickets, twelve dollars. Each of the other Profes- | 
sors will lecture at least Five times a week: price | 
of each of their tickets, ten Dollars. 

The fee for Matriculation, including the use of] 
the Library and admittance to the Hospital, is three 
dollars; making the aggregate cost of lostruction. 
Forty-five dollars. 





J 
J 
' 
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imission to the Libra 


— — 
Medical Department. 
rue LECTURESwill commence, as usual, on 
the first Monday of November, and terminate 
in SS a — 
Anatomy Surgery - Dupueyr. 
Institutes of Medicine and Clinical Practice, by Dr. 


CALDWELL. 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, by Dr. Dnaxe. 
} 3 of Women and Chil- 


Obstetricks and the 

dren, by Da. RicHarpson. 

Materia Medica and Medical Botany, by Da. Snort. 

Chemistry, by Da. Burtue. 

The paper of the Bank of the commonweal'h of 
Kentucky, heretofore received at par, by the Pro- 
fessors, having nearly gone out of circulation: spe- 
cie, or its equivalent will hereafter be expected.— 
The price of each ticket is fifteen dollars, with the 
exception of that to the course of Anatomy and Sur- 
gery, which is twenty. The Matriculation, with ad- 
aod Reading Room, which 
y, five dollars —making 


* 


are kept open every 


| the aggregate fees for instruction $100. 


The Library, containing about 3000 volumes, ix 
constantly augmenting, by the importation of new 
standard and periodical works, from Great Britain 
and the continent of Europe. 

The difficulties experienced by the two last 
Classes, from the disproportionate size of the .4nato- 
mical Hall, ave been obviated by the erection of 
a new one of enlarged dimensions, with appurte- 
nances and conveniences not surpassed by any 
other in the United States. 

By order of the Faculty, 
DAN. DRAKE, M. D. 
Dean of the Medical Faculty. 
Transylvania University, ? 
July 15, 1816. J 


MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
HE. semi-annual meeting of the “First Datnic: 
Medical Society of Chio” will take place on the 
third Tuesday of this month, 10 o'clock, 4. M.in 
the building formerly cccupied as a literary collere 
in Cincinrgati. 

The Censors will meet at the same place, on 
Monday, next preceeding the meeting of the society 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

GUY W. WRIGHT, Secretary. 
First Dist. Med. Soc. of Ohw. 











D*: WRIGHT has removed his office to the 
ruoms directly over the Arorugcaries’ Harr. 
corner of Main and Third streets. Persons having 
business with him relative to this Journal, or those 
wishing his professional services, will find him at 
the above place. 


THE OHIO MEDICAL REPOSITORY 
Is conducted by GUY W. WRIGHT, M.D. and 

blished semi-monthlv, at Two Dollars per aunurr 
in advance. 








